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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MINES BRANCH FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1936 

(Andrew A. Millar, Chief Inspector) 

The output of coal produced from mines in the Province during the year 
was 5,696,375 tons, with a valuation of $14,720,004.06, being an increase of 
233,402 tons over the output of 1935. 

In addition to the above tonnage, there were 2,603 tons produced by farmers 
under permit, for their own use, which tonnage has not been included in the 
total output. There has also been a considerable tonnage produced by farmers 
without either permit or lease; of this tonnage we have no record. 

The disposition of coal during the year was as follows: 1,356,690 tons sold 
for consumption in the Province of Alberta; 2,000,284 tons sold for consumption 
in other Provinces of Canada; 27,397 tons sold for consumption in the United 
States; 1,969,560 tons sold to Railroad Companies for locomotive use; 19,472 
tons used making briquettes; 97,353 tons used making coke; 149,600 tons used 
under colliery boilers; 6,912 tons used by colliery railroads; 56,239 tons put to 
stock; 80,203 tons puts to waste. The above tonnages include coal lifted from 
stock and waste heaps, which is not included in the total output. 

The coal produced by farmers under permits is not included in the total 
output, neither is the producing of such coal included in any tables, this 
information being given in a separate table, and is done in order that there 
should be no confusion of the regular statistics. 

There were 305 mines in operation during the year, of which 17 were opened, 
11 re-opened and 30 abandoned. In addition to the mines abandoned there 
were 28 mines temporarily closed, leaving 277 mines in operation as at December 
31, 1936. 

There were 411 persons examined during the year for certificates of com¬ 
petency as coal miners, of whom 365 were successful, making a total of 14,310 
certificates issued to coal miners to December 31, 1936. 

Samples of mine air were taken at several mines during the year by the 
inspectors, the samples being forwarded to the Chemistry Branch of the 
Department of Mines, Ottawa, for analysis, this being done in addition to 
testing the air with the Burrell & McLuckie gas detectors. In addition to 
using the Burrell & McLuckie gas detectors some of the mines have introduced 
the Ringrose Automatic Firedamp Alarm. 

Samples of rock-dust, used for rock dusting the roadways in the bituminous 
mines, have been collected at intervals and forwarded to the Provincial Analyst 
to be tested for silica content. 

Samples of coal have been collected and forwarded to the Industrial Research 
Department, University of Alberta, for analysis. 

All fatal and serious accidents have been investigated by the inspectors, who 
also attended the inquests in their areas, this being in addition to the regular 
inspection of the mines. 

The total number of fatal accidents were 11 as compared with 35 in 1935, 
16 of these having been caused through an explosion which occurred at the 
mines operated by the Lethbridge Collieries, Limited, at Coalhurst, near 
Lethbridge. 
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There were 20 prosecutions instituted under The Coal-mines Regulation Act, 
of which 5 were owners, 8 officials, 5 miners, I car pusher and 1 farmer, the 
latter having worked without being the holder of a certificate as a coal miner. 

There were 24,912,243 K.W.Hrs. of purchased electrical power used by the 
mines in the Province during the year, the distribution of purchased power used 
by mines in the various areas being as follows: Big Valley, 6,800 K.W. hrs. 
being purchased from the Union Power Company, Limited, of Drumheller, who 
also supplied 142,770 K.W. hrs. to mines in Carbon and 4,690,553 K.W. hrs. 
to mines in the Drumheller Area. Calgary Power Company, Limited, supplied 
electrical power to mines in areas as follows: Camrose, 5,080 K.W. hrs.; 
Edmonton, 1,312,069 K.W. hrs.; Gleichen, 1,881 K.W. hrs.; Lethbridge, 
1,976,300 K.W. hrs.; Taber, 10,965 K.W. hrs. The East Kootenay Power 
Company, Limited, supplied 16,528,925 K.W. hrs. of electrical power 
to mines in the Crowsnest Area. The City of Medicine Hat supplied 132,000 
K.W. hrs. to mines in the Redcliff Area. Two mines in the Coalspur Area ex¬ 
changed 104,900 K.W. hrs. of electrical power, this being in addition to the 
power used and generated at each mine. 

Two thousand seven hundred and eighty-three tons of steel supports have 
been used in the mines in the Crowsnest Area. 

There were 9,956 men employed in mines during the month of December, 
being an increase of 265 men over the corresponding month in 1935. 

There have been some changes during the year. The Pembina Colliery at 
Evansburg of the Royalties Oil & Share Corporation, Limited, which operated 
for a number of years, was abandoned and the plant dismantled. 

The Imperial Mine at Coalhurst, operated by the Lethbridge Collieries, 
Limited, at which mine an explosion occurred in 1935, was also abandoned. 

The Atlas and the Murray Mines have moved their plants to the South Side 
of the Red Deer River, the C.P.R. having built a bridge across providing railway 
connection. Both mines are now producing large tonnages. 

Two other operations will possibly develop into large producers, viz., the 
New Monarch Mine operated by The Monarch Coal Mining Company, Limited, 
and the Cambrian Mine operated by the Cambrian Coal Company, Limited. 
The above mines have installed substantial plants with up-to-date machinery. 

The Lethbridge Collieries, Limited, No. 8 Mine is now in operation, and 
largely replaces the No. 6 Mine at Lethbridge, also the Coalhurst Mine. This 
mine is equipped with two A.B. Universial coal-cutting machines, also three 
Sullivan Shortwall machines. These machines are electrically driven of the 
latest approved type. Steel construction is used in the head frame and tipple, 
and the screening plant is designed to give a wide range of sizes with a high 
standard of preparation. The main shaft hoist is an Ingersoll-Rand with Spiro 
cylindrical double drums, 6' to 9' in diameter. This is operated by a 
500 h.p. electrical motor with automatic acceleration and is equipped with a 
Lilley control. At the airshaft a steam hoist has been installed, also a steel 
air-lock and head frame. 

At the Shaughnessy Mine of the same company, a new Aerovane two- 
stage eight feet diameter fan has been installed in a concrete building, together 
with a concrete air-duct and air-lock. This fan delivers approximately 69,000 
cubic feet of air per minute against a 254 " water gauge and is driven by a 
60 h.p. motor. The air-shaft has been enlarged and provision made for handling 
men and material in same. 

In the Crowsnest Area the use of hard hats by the workmen is increasing at 
all the mines, some of which have approached 100%. In other districts progress 
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along similar lines also with safety shoes is being made. The workmen and the 
companies are to be commended in pushing this phase of accident prevention. 

The Hillcrest Collieries, Limited, has improved its screening and storage 
facilities, also have installed a fan on the rock slope at Falls Creek. 

At the West Canadian Collieries, Limited, mines at Greenhill and Bellevue 
considerable improvements have been made, the chief of which are the in¬ 
stallation of dust collector systems in the tipples at both mines. 

At the International Coal & Coke Company, Limited, Coleman, the 
improvement programme commenced in 1935 was continued. The new wash¬ 
house has been completed, also a warehouse 34' X 80', both buildings being of 
hollow tile with stucco finish. The snow shed of wood construction forming 
the approach from the mine to the tipple has been removed and replaced by 
steel and corrugated sheet iron. A concrete pump house has been built on 
D level and one new 1,000 U.S. gall, per minute electrically operated 350 h.p. 
pump installed. A 150 h.p. generator set was installed to generate D.C. current 
for trolley locomotive service. Increased storage facilities have been provided 
and new coal dryer of the Louvre type installed. Two thousand eight hundred 
feet of rock tunnel work has been done during the year for the purpose of 
improving haulage conditions and to provide for future development. 

A new D.C. killowatt generator has been installed at the mine operated by 
the McGillivray Creek Coal & Coke Company, Limited. 

Some mines have installed additional coal screening and washing plants. 

At the Mohawk Bituminous Mines, Limited, a new coal washing jig of the 
Vissac type with necessary de-watering screens and sludge tanks have been 
installed. 

A new wet washing coal plant has been installed at the mine of the Coal 
Valley Mining Company, Limited, giving very satisfactory results, dealing with 

A briquetting plant has been installed at the mine operated by the Brazeau 
Collieries, Limited, at Nordegg. This plant has a capacity of 10 tons per 
hour. It is now in operation. 

Some of the small mines in the Edmonton Area struck feeders of explosive 
gas and, naked lights being used, there were some ignitions, one of which caused 
a fatal accident. These mines have now installed electric lamps of the cap type. 

The result of the inquiry conducted by Justice H. W. Lunney into the 
explosion which occurred in 1935 at the Coalburst mine operated by the 
Lethbridge Collieries, Limited, is as follows: There were seventy-two witnesses 
examined. The conclusion of the Commissioner was that it was clearly a gas 
explosion caused by gas accumulating in a cave or overcast, that the gas came 
from old workings and that the original ignition occurred either at the edge of 
the old workings or in the new workings, the ignition being caused by an open 
flame or from a damaged lamp; of the latter there is some circumstantial 
evidence, as the finding of a broken lamp near the point of ignition corroborates 
this theory. He also found that the quantity of ventilation was well in excess 
of the minimum requirements, but calls attention to the necessity of having 
ample ventilation passing the ends of the old workings and the necessity of 
keeping doors closed, as it would appear from the evidence given that the door 
was at times left open for longer periods than absolutely necessary for the 
passage of men and horses. 

The report of the Royal Commission respecting the Coal Industry of the 
Province of Alberta in 1935, which was conducted by the Rt. Hon. Sir Montague 
Barlow, Bt., P.C., K.B.E., LL.D., was presented early in the year and printed 
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for distribution. The following paragraphs will give two principal problems 
which emerged from the inquiry, also the issues covered by the inquiry as found 
affecting the coal industry: 

"The two principal problems today before the coal industry in Alberta which 
emerge forcibly from the present investigation are, first, Marketing; as indi¬ 
cated by many witnesses, Alberta is rich in resources of easily mined coal—coal 
for which, especially under present conditions, it is difficult to find adequate 
markets; this is an urgent problem, and demands the immediate attention of the 
Government and of the industry; secondly, Regulation; evidence disclosed serious 
complaints of unsatisfactory and even chaotic conditions in the Alberta coal 
industry or some portions of it, due to excessive competition, price cutting, unfair 
practices, and so on. 

"Happily, there were no broad and contentious issues disclosed by the evi¬ 
dence in the relations of capital and labour, but there were certain problems of 
more limited application which the inquiry has revealed, relating mainly to the 
welfare and social conditions of labour, such as Workmen’s Compensation, Mine 
Rescue Work, Housing, conditions in Closed Camps, and so on, which also, as 
in the case of the marketing problem above indicated, can and should be dealt 
with without delay. 

"This Report accordingly, while covering the issues indicated in the Royal 
Commission, is concerned mainly with Marketing, Regulation and Social prob¬ 
lems of restricted application as above indicated.” 

During the year the Coal Trade Commissioner’s Branch was placed under 
my supervision and the office in Edmonton was abolished. The branch in 
Toronto is being still maintained, with Mr. E. S. Clarry in charge. 
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ANNUAL PRODUCTION OF COAL FROM MINES IN THE 
PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 


The following table is taken from a report prepared by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics and published in “Coal Statistics for Canada” for the 
year 1935: 


1 

Calendar Year 

Short tons 

Value 

1886 

43,220 

$ 81,112 

1887 . 

74,152 

157,577 

1888 . 

115,124 

183,354 

1889 . 

97,364 

179,640 

1890 . 

128,753 

198,298 

1891 . 

174,131 

437,243 

1892 

178,970 

460,605 

1893 . 

230,070 

586,260 

1894 . 

184,940 

473,827 

1895 . 

169,885 

382,526 

1896 . 

209,162 

581,832 

1897 . 

242,163 

630,408 

1898 . 

315,088 

787,720 

1899 

309,600 

774,000 

1900 

311,450 

778,625 

1901 . 

340,275 

850,687 

1902 

402,819 

960,601 

1903 . 

495,893 

1,117,541 

1904 

661,732 

1,404,524 

1905 . . 

931,917 

1,993,915 

1906 

1,246,360 

2,614,762 

1907 . . 

1,591,579 

3,836,286 

1908 

1,685,661 

4,127^11 

1909 

1,994,741 

4,838,109 

1910 . 

2,894,469 

7,065,736 

1911. 

1,511,036 

3,979,264 

1912 

3,240,577 

8,113,525 

1913 . 

4,014,755 

10,418,941 

1914 . 

3,683,015 

9,350,392 

1915 . 

3,360,818 1 

8,283,079 

1916. 

4,559,054 

11,386,577 

1917 . 

4,736,368 1 

14,153,685 

1918 

5,972,816 1 

20,537,287 

1919 . 

4,933,660 

18,205,205 

1920 . I 

6,907,765 

30,186,933 

1921 . 

5,909,217 

27,246,514 

1922 . 1 

5,990,911 

24,351,913 

1923 . 

6,854,397 

28,018,303 

1924 . 

5,189,729 

18,884,318 

1925 

5,869,031 

20,021,484 

1926 . 

6,503,705 

20,886,103 

1927 . 

6,934,162 

21,982,058 

1928 

7,336,330 

23,532,414 

1929 . 

7,150,693 

22,928,182 

1930 . 

5,755,528 

18,063,225 

1931 

4,564,015 

13,342,675 

1932 

4,870,648 

13,526,309 

1933 

4,718,788 

12,307,258 

1934 

4,753,810 

12,556,099 

1935 

5,462,894 

14,094,795 

Total . 

145,813,240 

1 

! $461,859,037 


NOTE: Production quantities and values prior to 1919 refer to sales and 
colliery consumption. From 1919 to 1935 the mine output figures are 
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11 


The following table shows the quantity of coke imported into Canada dur¬ 
ing the years 1934, 1935 and 1936 through ports in the Provinces, compiled from 
information received from the Dominion Bureau of Statistics: 


1 

Ports in Province of j 

1934 

1 

1935 j 

1936 

1 

Prince Edward Island i 




Nova Scotia i 

8,361 

8,805 

7,234 

New Brunswick j 

464 

55 

24 

Quebec 

i 27,177 

13,371 

25,777 

Central Ontario 1 

864,030 

469,657 

538,576 

Head of Lakes 

21,817 

26,539 

22,543 

Manitoba 

11,091 

12,748 

15,427 

Saskatchewan | 




Alberta 




British Columbia 

j 1,893 

1,751 

3,277 

1 

Total 

1 

934,833 

! 

1 532,926 

1 

J 612,858 

Imports of Coke into Canada, by Countries, 1934, 

1935 and 1936: 

United States . . . . 

901,249 

511,663 

579,893 

Great Britain 

33,270 

9,606 

9,854 

Germany 

314 

4,595 

22,549 

Poland . 


4,276 


Belgium 


2,786 

562 

1 

Total 

934,833 

532,926 

1 

1 612,858 

1 




















Imports of Coal into Ontaria, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, British Columbia, Yukon and Canada, by months during 1936 (sho 
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MINERAL PRODUCTION OF ALBERTA, 1935 AND 1936 
Prepared in the Mining, Metallurgical and Chemical Branch, Ottawa, Canada. 



| 1935 j 

1936* 

1 

! 

Quantity 

1 

Value 

| Quantity 

i 

j v i 

*Gold, fine ounces 
fExchange equalization 

Silver, fine ounces 

1 

| 150 

$ 5,279 

109 

$ 2,253 

.16 

10 

9 

1,565 

4 

Bituminous sands, short tons 

Coal, short tons 

| 40 

5,462,894: 

160 

14,094,795 

5,696,763 

14,657,404 

Natural Gas, M cubic feet 

16,060,349 

4,113,436 

16,650,000 

4,268,000 

Petroleum, barrels 

1,263,510 

3,102,227 

1,310,000 

3,214,000 

Cement, barrels . 

219,555] 

436,914 

243,534 

482,197 

Clay products . 

Lime, short tons . 

'6,584 

! 326,679 

1 57,108 

9,129 

310,131 

78,259 

Sand and Gravel, short tons | 

653,5111 

146,092|| 639,9071 

324,189 

Stone, short tons 

2,242 

6,981 

13,876 

26,188 

Total . 


$22,289,681 


$23,364,390 


*Gold valued at the standard rate of $20.671834 per ounce. 
fDifference between the standard rate and the average value of gold dur¬ 
ing the year. 

^Subject to revision. 


Particulars with reference to the Coal-mining Industry in the Province of 
Alberta during the year ending December 31, 1936: 


SUMMARY OF STATISTICS 

Tonnage stripped by farmers under domestic permits . 2,603 

Number of short tons of coal produced 5,696,375 

Number of short tons of briquettes produced 21,015 

Number of short tons of coke produced . 65,239 

Number of short tons of shale produced 24,588 

Number of coal-mines in operation during the year 305 

Number of shale pits in operation during the year 5 

Number of mines opened during the year 17 

Number of mines re-opened during the year 11 

Number of mines closed during the year 28 

Number of mines abandoned during the year . 30 

Number of mines in operation at December 31, 1936 277 


132 mines or 43.28% of the total operating produced .91% of the 
output. 

81 mines or 26.56% of the total operating produced 2.95% of the 
output. 

14 mines or 4.59% of the total operating produced 1.71% of the 
output. 

45 mines or 14.75% of the total operating produced 20.61% of the 
output. 

18 mines or 5.90% of the total operating produced 22.7% of the 
output. 

4 mines or 1.31% of the total operating produced 8.8% of the 
output. 

7 mines or 2.29% of the total operating produced 21.68% of the 
output. 

2 mines or .66% of the total operating produced 8.32% of the 
output. 

2 mines or .66% of the total operating produced 12.32% of the 
output. 
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Average number of persons employed below ground 
Average number of persons employed above ground 
Number of separate accidents causing loss of life 
Number of deaths caused by accidents above ground 
Number of deaths caused by accidents below ground 
Number of serious accidents above ground 
Number of serious accidents below ground 
Number of slight accidents above ground 
Number of slight accidents below ground 
Total purchased electrical power (kilowatt hours) 

Number of prosecutions instituted 

Number of Provisional Certificates (overman) issued in 1936 
Number of Certificates of Competency as Coal-miners issued in 1936 
Number of Third Class Certificates issued in 1936 
Number of Second Class Certificates issued in 1936 
Number of First Class Certificates issued in 1936 
Number of Mine Surveyor’s Certificates issued in 1936 
Total number of Third Class Certificates issued to Dec. 31, 1936 
Total number of Second Class Certificates issued to Dec. 31, 1936 
Total number of First Class Certificates issued to Dec. 31, 1936 
Total number of Mine Surveyors’ Certificates issued to Dec. 31, 1936 
Total number of Interchange First Class Certificates issued to Dec. 
31, 1936 

Total number of Certificates of Competency as Coal-miners issued 
to Dec. 31, 1936 


5,940 

2,170 

11 

2 


9 

70 

9 


In the following tables the short ton of 2,000 lbs. is used in all cases. 


Year 

Output in tons 
for N.W.T. 
(Alta. & Sask.) 

Output in tons 
for Alberta 

1901 

346,649 


1902 . 

I 510,674 


1903 . 

| 622,939 


1904 . 

782,931 


1905 


811,228 

1906 . 

| 

1,385,000 

1907 


1,834,745 

1908 


1,845,000 

1909 


2,174,329 

1910 . 


3,036,757 

1911 . 


1,694,564 

1912 . 


3,446,349 

1913 

■ - 1 

4,306,346 

1914 . 

| 

3,821,739 

1915 . 


3,434,891 

1916 . 


4,638,604 

1917 


4,863,414 

1918 


6,148,620 

1919 . 


5,022,412 

1920 . 


6,908,923 

1921 . 


5,937,195 

1922 


5,976,432 

1923 . 


6,866,923 

1924 . 


5,203,713 

1925 . 


5,883,394 

1926 . 


6,508,908 

1927 . 


6,936,780 

1928 . 


7,334,179 

1929 . 


7,147,250 

1930 . 


5,755,911 

1931 


4,564,290 

1932 . 


4,870,030 

1933 . 


4.714,784 

1934 . 


4,748,848 

1935 . 


5,462.973 

1936 | 

5,696,375 
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PARTICULARS OF WORK DONE IN SHALE MINES IN THE 
PROVINCE DURING 1936 


Output of shale in tons, used for making bricks 

Number of shifts worked . 

Average number of men employed 
Explosives used (lbs.), 40% dynamite 
Number of shots fired, using fuse 

Total number of bricks made . 

Total number of bricks put to stock 

Total number of bricks lifted from stock . 

Bricks sold for use in: Alberta . 

British Columbia 

Saskatchewan 

Manitoba 

Ontario . . 

United States . 


24,588 

8,825 


4,704,270 

670,810 

1,968,160 

620,300 

75,000 

13,500 


2,625 

1,611 

5,963,384 

805,844 

103,500 


Total 


8,054,040 


PARTICULARS OF WORK DONE BY FARMERS STRIPPING COAL 
UNDER DOMESTIC PERMIT 


Tonnage . 2.603 

Number of days worked during the year 100 

Number of men employed during the year 142 

Total number of shifts worked . 1,129 

Total number of permits issued. 58 


The above coal was stripped for Domestic use only and not for sale. 
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Coal produced by years from 1932 to 1936 inclusive: 



DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 

-_ 


Ardley . 

Big Valley 

Brooks . 

Camrose . 

Carbon 

Castor . 

. 18,409 

. 4,738 

6.622 

. 42,376 

. 88,837 

37,043 

20,0991 21,549 

4,407 2,056 

6.614 7,423 

37,454 39,435 

100,549 87,856 

34,694 31,450 

2 |]494 

8.040 

57,466 

95,424 

34,920 

29,216 

2,918 

9,668 

65,331 

108,369 

45,307 

Drumheller .. 

Edmonton 

Gleichen 

Halcourt . 

Lethbridge ... 

Magrath . 

Milk River 

. 1,245^474 

. 454,293 

5,260 

2,275 

. 387.222 

. 1,808 

. 4,051 

l.U2!204 1,033 ,’o66 

477.7911 452,019 

4.662| 6,707 

2,873 3,040 

335,166 312,677 

2.013 2,002 

5,295 4,796[ 

1.26L239 

493,2631 

9,165j 

3491676 

11 543,014 
9,886 
3,479 
351,564 
856 
5,261 

Pakowki . 

Pembina 

Redcliff . 

Rochester 
Sexsmith . 

99,051 

. 24,726 

2,602 2,252 

101,684 70,964| 

32,267 45,938| 

1,348 1,033| 

27,290 67,9421 

2,781 

72.149 

34.149 
1,467 

91,024 

3,660 

53,948 

35,971 

47,305 

Steveville . 

Tofield . 

Wetaskiwin ... 
Whitecourt .... 
No Area .. . 

. 136 

. 14,387 

95,637 

. 180 

15,813 16,5491 

88,212 66,003j 

155 1,3951 

59 '728 

2 g 67j 

12,588 

42,845 

’l53 

Tot al 

. 2,576,831 

2,434,047 2,295,5661 

2,647,9121 

1 

2,841,231 


SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 



Mo a rle P y Ur 

Pekisko . 

Pincher . 

Prairie Creek 
Saunders ... 

. | 452,532 

66,784 

. 35,907 

427,485 410,108| 

84,765 88’260| 

38,335 34,484| 

413,48ej 
' 4,298| 

110’.192 

37,055| 

388,766 

127,553 

Total 

. 559,479 

554,141 537,5421 

566,4361 

566,486 


BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 



Cascade . 

Crowsnest 
Mountain Par] 
Nordegg . 

. 1 169.328 

. 714,352 

c . 711,383 

138,657 

124.6071 161,869 

876,4481 991,233 

584,4301 623,231 

141,1111 139,407 

1.29L404I 

651,2681 

147,028| 

166,665 

1,310,487 

655,139 

156,367 

Total. 

. 1,733,720 

l,726,596j 1,915,740! 

2,248,625! 

2,288,658 
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of by areas during each month for consumption in Manitoba 
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o£ Bituminous Coal used making Coke: 
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PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE PROVINCE 
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PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE SUB-BITUMINOUS 
COAL FIELD. 



PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE BITUMINOUS 
COAL FIELD. 
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PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE ANTHRACITE 
COAL FIELD. 



During the year 1909, a strike, affecting all the 
lasted for a period of three months. 

During the year 1911, a strike, affecting all the 
lasted for a period of eight months. 

During the year 1917 a strike, affecting all the 
lasted for a period of three months. 

During the year 1919 a strike, affecting all the 
lasted for a period of three months. 


During the year 1922 < 
asted for a period of fiv 


During thi 
lasted for a 


strike, affecting all the 


re. affecting all 
one-half months. 


NOTE: Calculating the total per capita production for 
• ground, the tonnage mined from stripping pits was d 
tonnage produced from mines was used. 

It will also be noted that the tonnage used in the abo' 
does not include tonnage extracted under permit. 
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Per Capita Production of Mines by areas: 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 


Stripping) 

Undergroun 


Tofield (Underground) 


No. of 
employed 


SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


Coalspur (Stripping) 
Coalspur (Undergrou 

Pekisko 
Pincher 
Prairie Creek 


263,899 

124,867 




i 


♦This figure arrived at by deducting the tonnage fro 
tonnage mined and dividing the product by the numbe 
ground. 


BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 















Number of days in which Co 
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md below ground by areas during each month for the six months ending December 31, 1936: 
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Amount of Mine Timber used during the j 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 


SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 
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Quantity of Explosives used in pounds for blasting coal 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 




Are 




Total. 
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Number of tons of coal produced per pound of Explosive used for 
blasting coal: 

DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 


Gleichen .... 
Halcourt .... 
Lethbridge 


Sheerness 

Taber 

Tofield . 

Wetaskiwin 
Whitecourt .. 


29,216 

2,918 

9,668 


17,087 

1,038 

4,800 

525 

23.572 

141235 

57,557 

3,450 

175 

48,400. 

650 

4,950 


SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


Coalspur . 

Morley . 

Pekisko 

Pincher . 

Prairie Creek . 

Saunders . 

388,766 

123 

2,095 

127,553 

42,944 

70,444 

1,870 

812 
65.716 
! 10,882 

5.52 

2^68 

2.58 

3.95 

^tal. 

566,486 

149,724 

3.78 

BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


166,665 

51,072 

3.26 

Crowsnest . 

1,310,487 

20.280 

64.62 

Nordegg . 

1561367 

4,000 

39.09 

Total . 

2,288,658 

154,975 

14.77 
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Number of miss-fire shots recorded in blasting coal in the Province: 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 



BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 
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Castor 
Champion . 
Coalspur .... 
Crowsnest . 
Drumheller 


Mountain Park .. 


Wetaskiwin 


Number of 
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ELECTRICITY 


The rules for the installation and use of electricity in or about mines re¬ 
quire a return to be made to the Department on or before January 15th of 
each year, giving size, type and any other particulars which may be required 
of electrical apparatus in use above and below ground. According to the 
returns received from the different mines, electricity was used in 79 different 
mines in 1936. A summary of these returns regarding the horse-power of 
electrical apparatus in use is given below: 


No. of 
mines 
using 
Electricity 



| Ground 


Ground 


Ardley . 

Big Valley . 
Camrose . 


Edmonton . 

Gleichen . 

Lethbridge . 

Mountain Park 

Pembhfa 

Prairie Creek . 

Redcliff . 

Saunders . 



113 

85 

221/a 


289 V z 


37,435 


COAL-CUTTING MACHINERY 



operat 

machines 

Tons c 

>f coal 
d by 

Areas 


| pressed 

Elec¬ 

tricity 

Com¬ 

pressed 

Ardley . 

Big Valley . 

Carbon 

2 

I 2 



l 

- j 



Coalspur . 

Crowsnest . 

Drumheller . 

100 

i 11 

1 193* 

1,337.910 

54,235 

291.326 

4,597 

Edmonton . 

17 


324.284 


Gleichen . 

Lethbridge . 

18 

I 1 

279,896 

30*993 

Mountain Park . 

Pembina . 

Prairie Creek . 

Redcliff 

Saunders . 

3 

2 


18,169 

31.434 

32,844 

Taber 

2 

l 1 

4.515 

735 

Total. 

149 

j 232 

2,158.413 

| 440,697 


•Compressed air operated 192 picks. 
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ACCIDENTS 

Summary table showing Accidents occurring in Mines from 
1906 to 1936 inclusive: 



Accidents during 1936, classified according to the Coal Field in which 
they occurred: 








of Accidents per 1,000,000 tons and per 1,000 men employed, 1915-1936: 
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ON 

33 

51 

62 

60 

56 

53 

64 

38 

42 

67 

76 

71 

69 

75 

61 

79 


paXoiduia 

79 

64 

88 

51 

78 

59 

86 

40 

99 

88 

96 

24 

24 

98 

75 

91 

47 
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010 

927 
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774 

763 

016 

496 

572 

070 

837 

042 

863 

824 

110 


Tota 
No. o 

employ 


8 , 

§ 

3,434,891 

4,538,604 

4,863,414 

6,148,620 

5,022,412 

6.908.923 
5,937,195 
5,976,432 

6.866.923 
5,203,713 
5,883,394 
6,508,908 
6,936,780 
7,334,179 
7,147,250 
5,755,911 

H714,’784 
t4,748,848 
t5,462,973 
t5,696,375 
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Number of tons produced per accident: 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 



BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 
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FATAL ACCIDENTS 

Thomas Jackson, miner, age 46 years, on February 21st, in the mine 
operated by the McGillivray Creek Coal and Coke Company, Limited, at 
Coleman, caused through a fall of rock in pillar workings. He was digging 
a post hole in the floor at face of No. 1 Pillar, No. 9 Level, when a large 
piece of rock fell from the roof onto his head and back. Fractured skull, 
causing death within a few minutes. 

George Zimich, miner, age 39 years, on March 30th, in the mine operated 
by the Empire Collieries, Limited, at East Coulee, caused through a fall of 
rock at face of a cross-cut. He was loading coal at the face of a cross-cut off 
No. 8 Room, No. 8 West Entry, when a large piece of rock fell from the roof 
onto his back. Fractured spine and left thigh, also all ribs broken, causing 
instant death. 

Michael Belius, eager, age 34 years, on April 4th, in the mine operated by 
the Beverly Coal Company, Limited, at Beverly, caused through his falling 
down the shaft. He, along with two miners, was being hoisted up the shaft 
at the end of the shift. The regular hoistman had gone to the tipple, the 
overman doing the hoisting. The cage was lifted about two feet eight inches 
above the landing. Belius stepped off the cage before it stopped and, losing 
his balance, slipped and fell, dropping between the bottom of cage and top 
of shaft, falling to the bottom. Fractured spine, shoulder and arm, causing 
instant death. He should have remained on the cage until it stopped. 

Steve Vargo, miner, age 57 years, on July 8th, in the mine operated by the 
Hillcrest Collieries, Limited, at Hillcrest, caused through a fall of coal in pillar 
workings. He, along with his partner, was working at the face of No. 3 
Pillar, North Entry, when a piece of top coal dropped onto his shoulders. 
Crushed chest and ribs broken, which punctured his lungs. He died from 
the effects of the injuries 9V2 hours later. 

William Oakes, miner, age 61 years, on July 10th, in the mine operated by 
the West Canadian Collieries, Limited, at Blairmore, caused through a fall of 
coal. He, along with his partner, was working at the face of a pillar in No. 5 
Cross-cut, No. 117 Room, taking down coal, when a large piece of coal fell on 
top of him. Broken ribs and crushed chest, also punctured lungs, causing 
internal bleeding, from the effects of which he died 7 hours later. 

Harold Henderson, locomotive engineer, age 39 years, on July 27th, at the 
mine operated by Hillcrest Collieries, Limited, at Hillcrest, caused through 
electric shock. He was inside the locomotive boiler with an electric extension 
cord getting ready to wash out the boiler. The cord must have short 
circuited, and he received an electric shock from the effects of which he died. 

Mike Matty, machine man’s helper, age 35 years, on August 12th, in the 
mine operated by the Lethbridge Collieries, Limited, at Shaughnessy, caused 
through his being caught by the cutter chain of coal-cutting machine. He 
was helping on an electrically operated coal-cutter and attempted to move the 
jack bar whilst the machine was in operation. He slipped and fell onto the 
cutter chain. Severe lacerations and fracture of the right leg, from the 
effects of which he died 5% hours later. 

Joseph Kubasek, miner, age 42 years, on September 21st, in the mine 
operated by the West Canadian Collieries, Limited, at Bellevue, caused through 
a fall of coal in pillar workings. He was working in No. 116 Pillar, No. 6 
Level, when a large piece of coal fell from the rib side, striking him and 
knocking him down. Compound comminuted fracture of right leg below knee, 
necessitating amputation. He died from shock whilst undergoing the opera¬ 
tion four days later. 

George Chalus, miner, age 52 years, on October 23rd, in the mine operated 
by the Midland Coal Mining Company, Limited, at Drumheller, caused 
through a fall of coal and rock. He was working at the face of No. 10 Room, 
No. 19 North off No. 3 West, and apparently was taking down top coal before 
putting up timber when some coal and rock fell on top of him. Fracture of 
occiput, also fractured pelvis, causing instant death. 

Walter Gembal, miner, age 38 years, on October 28th, in the mine 
operated by John May and partner, near Edmonton, caused through an 
ignition of gas by open light. He, along with another workman, went down 
the shaft with the overman, who was making his inspection before com¬ 
mencement of work. He was going to the face before inspection was made, 
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and gas was ignited from his open light. He received severe burns to head, 
face, chest and arms, from the effects of which he died on November 1st. 

Victor Stanish, box car loader engineer, age 47 years, on November 4th, 
at the mine operated by the Canmore Coal Company, Limited, at Canmore, 
caused through his being run over by railroad cars. He was crossing the 
railroad tracks in the mine yard, and apparently did not see an empty asphalt 
tank car which was being lowered on the track. The car struck him knocking 
him down with his legs across the rails, the wheels passing over his legs. 
Both legs badly crushed and internal injuries, from the effects of which he 
died 3% hours later. 

In addition to the above fatal accidents the following persons died as a 
result of being injured during the year 1935: 

George Tolas, miner, age 35 years, on October 16th, 1935, in the mine 
operated by the Murray Collieries, Limited, at East Coulee, caused through a 
fall of rock. He was mining coal at the comer of No. 5 Pillar, No. 1 Room 
Entry, when a fall of rock occurred. When jumping back from a large piece 
he was struck between the shoulders by a smaller piece. Crushed first dorsal 
and fractured spinal column, from the effects of which he died May 8th, 1936. 

Albert Stec, miner, age 31 years, on October 10th, 1935, in the mine 
operated by the Elgin Coal Company, Limited, at Drumheller, caused through 
a fall of rock. He was working at the face of No. 6 Room, 3rd West Entry, 
when a piece of rock from the roof fell onto his leg. Compound fracture and 
dislocation of the left ankle, from the effects of which he died May 28th, 1936. 

Accidents as they occurred by months during the year 1936: 




ANNUAL REPORT, 1936 


Accidents occurring in the Province above and under ground during the 
year 1936: 



Accidents occurring in the Province above and under ground for the year 1936, 
classified according to the areas in which they occurred: 
DOMESTIC 


Area 

Above Ground 

Under Ground 

Total Above 
and Under 
Ground 

1 

1 

■g 

1 

3 

H 

1 

£ 

i 

•§ 

Slight 

| 

H * 

Ardley . 

Carbon 

Castor . 

Champion . 

Drumheller . 

Edmonton . 

Lethbridge . 

Milk River 

Pembina . 

Sheerness . 

Taber 

No Area . 


.... ^ 

.2 

.2 

3 

2 

2 

.... 

26 

12 

! 12 

.2 

i .. 

2 

1 

3C 

c 

.1 

2 

2 

51 

17 

5] 

1 

2 

54 

44 

19 

Total 


3 

6 

_9 

5 

1 57 

66 

mil 137 


SUB-BITUMINOUS 











ich they 
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LIST OF PROSECUTIONS INSTITUTED UNDER THE COAL-MINES REGULATION ACT DURING 1936: 
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BOARD OF EXAMINERS 

The Board during the year 1936 consisted of the following: 

As representing: 

(a) The Mine Inspectorate: 

Andrew A. Millar, Chief Inspector of Mines. 

(b) Managers: 

Norman Fraser, Robert Livingstone. 

(c) Working Miners: 

William Lammie, Evan Morgan. 

Secretary: 

James A. Richards. 

Examinations during the year were held as follows: 

For third-class at the following centres: Drumheller, May 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9; 
Edmonton, May 5, 6 and 7; Cadomin, May 5; Blairmore, May 5; Lethbridge, 
May 5, 6 and 7; Grande Prairie, May 7 and 8; Nordegg, May 1; Canmore, 
May 5. 

For first and second-class on June 3, 4 and 5 at Blairmore, Cadomin, 
Drumheller and Edmonton. 

For mine surveyors’ on June 5 at Blairmore, Edmonton and Drumheller. 

Twelve candidates presented themselves for examination for first-class 
certificates, of whom three were successful. 

Twenty-two candidates presented themselves for examination for second- 
class certificates, of whom eight were successful. In addition, two candidates 
presented themselves for supplementary examination, of whom one was 
successful. This examination is in accordance with Rule 9b of the Rules 
Governing Examinations for second-class certificates. 

Forty-two candidates presented themselves for examination for third-class 
certificates, of whom twenty were successful. 

Four candidates presented themselves for examination for mine surveyors’ 
certificates, of whom two were successful. 

The successful candidates are in the list following herewith: 


List of Names of Holders of First-Class Certificates Issued by the Government 
of the Province of Alberta during the year 1936: 


Name 

Address 

" “T" 

i Cert. | 
No. i 

! 1 

Date of 
Issue 

Barclay, William 

Drumheller 

I 1 

j li 

31- 7-36 

Burton, John T. 

Edmonton 

13 1 

8- 8-36 

Goodwin, William 

Bellevue 

1 12 1 

1 1 

4- 8-36 


List of Names of Holders of Second-Class Certificates Issued by the Govern¬ 
ment of the Province of Alberta during the year 1936: 


Brown, John D. B. 

Mountain Park 

55 

4-11-36 

Edwards, Mark 

East Coulee 

50 

7- 8-36 

Edwards, Oliver E. 

Cadomin 

53 

12- 8-36 

Fawcett, Elmer S. 

Cardiff . 

51 

7- 8-36 

Heyworth, Ernest S. 

Edmonton . 

45 

2- 6-36 

Hillary, Joseph 

Bellevue 

49 

7- 8-36 

Kennedy, Joseph 

Willow Creek . 

47 

31- 7-36 

Moran, James . 

Edmonton 

46 

28- 7-36 

Mayoh, Daniel . 

East Coulee 

48 

7- 8-36 

Parker, Jack 

Cardiff 

52 

6- 8-36 

Rear, Albert E. 

Coleman . 

56 

15-12-36 

Strickland, Thomas 

Three Hills (Duplicate) 

54 

16-10-36 
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List of Names of Hlders of Third-Class Certificates Issued by the Government 
of the Province of Alberta during the year 1936: 


Name 

Address 

Cert. 

No. 

Date of 
Issue 

Aitchison, Peter . 

Lethbridge . 

230 

22- 6-36 

Adamson, Alexander 

Perbeck . 

231 

22- 6-36 

Broderick, Gideon . 

Canmore . 

221 

10- 3-36 

Budesheim, August E. 

Dimsdale . 

238 

20- 8-36 

Chemotti, Guiseppe . 

Lethbridge 

239 

25- 8-36 

Douglas, Peter S. Jr. 

Cadomin . 

233 

22- 6-36 

Garner, E. Denison 

Canmore . 

222 

3- 6-36 

Hilbert, Waddington 

Mercoal . 

240 

13-10-36 

Johnson, Martin R. 

Rumsey . 

234 

22- 6-36 

Lewis, Fred . 

Mountain Park . 

227 

22- 6-36 

Lister, Arthur L. 

Cadomin . 

232 

22- 6-36 

Miller, Douglas . 

Edmonton . 

236 

4- 7-36 

McKinlay, James . 

Perbeck (Duplicate) . 

224 

3- 6-36 

McDonald, Wm. I. 

Drumheller 

235 

22- 6-36 

Nielsen, Nils P. 

Carbondale . 

223 

3- 6-36 

Peta, Julius . 

Hardieville . 

225 

4- 6-36 

Purdy, Denzil 

Lundbreck . 

237 

4- 7-36 

Rebar, George 

Lethbridge . 

229 

22- 6-36 

Shaw, Robert . 

Coleman . 

226 

22- 6-38 

Thomas, David R. 

Ryley 

241 

6-11-36 

Van Schoorl, August . 

Coleman 

228 

22- 6-36 


List of Names of Holders of Mine Surveyors’ Certificates Issued by the 
Government of the Province of Albera tduring the year 1936: 


Hewitt, Herbert E. 
Jones, John R. B. 


Blairmore . 6 

Hinton .| 5 
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